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Amanda S1D
'I'CCS Japan study tour to Nagasaki Fukuoka, from June 28 to July 2.

The Japan tour started on June 28, we arrived in Fukuoka at around noon. We hiked up a
mountain in the afternoon for-about an hour to go to the observatory to look over the city of
Nagasaki. The night lights and.large area of buildings looked beautiful from above. After an hour,
we hiked back down and looked at a deer pen that was at the base of the mountain. The deer were
friendly and cute and it was overall nice to see deer on the trip. Afterwards, we left for a Japanese

style dinner.

On the second day, we visited two different churches with interesting backgrounds to them. The
first church we visited was built by a European a few centuries ago which caught my attention.
Then we went hiking in up a hot springs mountain in the afternoon. The hot springs was very
warm and steamy so it was hard to see but the view of the springs was nice. There were pebbles
and rocks stacked onto each other which my teacher said was some practice for an onsen God of

sorts.

On the third day, we all dressed up in our uniforms and visited a Japanese girls private school.
The principal told to us a bit on what we would be doing before we went to the school gym for their
assembly. The students greeted us and gave us a musical performance which was fun to watch.
After the assembly, they assigned us to groups of Japanese students to talk to them and tell them
more about us. The students were kind.and polite and were really fun to talk to. Afterwards, we
decided to split up into groups of five with two other Japanese University students as they brought
us to places around the city like shopping centers and shrines. The University students were nice
to talk to as well and we gave them gifts to thank them for bringing us around.

On the fourth day, we took a short drive to the nearby Nagasaki bombing museum which exhibited
various objects and buildings that survived the WW2 Nagasaki bombing such as a staircase, walls
and a water tower. There were more exhibits such as clothes and items that were recovered after
the crisis and a room where a film was playing to understand the war more. Afterwards, we went
to the Peace Park and saw the famous statue and ate some special Nagasaki ice cream. We then
went to another church, the church where the underground Christians were discovered years
ago. It was interesting to learn about a special moment in history and visiting the place where
that moment took place. We also went to an art gallery, it showcased various forms of art like
paintings, sculptures, furniture and such from the Dutch and the Japanese.

On the last day, we decided to shop and explore a bit before we go back to Hong Kong. | was
gsrouped with - my roommate and another Form 1 student, we then went around the large mall. We
found an arcade where we played some really-fun games. We then had to go to the airport later in
the afternoon to leave for Hong Kong.

The trip went well, although some students just stayed on their phones it was still an interesting
and fun experience for me. | loved seeing the sights of-Japan and to learn more about the
history and what the country and its people have been through for centuries. | was able to make
some friends and have fun while exploring Nagasaki for the first time. This trip has be overall
interesting, fun, thought-provoking and amazing!
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Iwent on a trip to New Zealand on 23
would always remember

We went to many. beautlful places, such as,, Rdtoura, Mount Maunganul, and Waltomo At those-

March 2018 for two weeks It was a wonderful trlp that I

places, we saw the geyser, glow worm, ‘Stalactltes and ‘the starry sky ‘at nlght That was my flrst 3

time to wﬂness those interesting tlilngs which are not avallable in Hong Kong " g I {

1.also made many new frlends Som.of them came from Thalland Others were from J alwan Still I

“others were local citizens of New Zealand. All of them were frlendly. We spent time talklng and
Iearning from one another abouf our cultures. We talked about our 'interests and found that
wethad S|mllar hobbies. A‘lso, I met a Thai girl who loved readlng too. So we had a great tlme
discussing some of the books tha‘t we had read It was an amazmg experlence 4 RA L4

My buddy at a local Secondary' School was an Internatlonal student from Talwan She spoke .

English very fluently She was a klnd interesting and talented person She could play basketball \

and the gultar very well. She: enjoyed studylng Visual Arts. What impressed me the most was her

painting skills. She was really falented in drawmg Her palntlngs had won many awards She even

taught me some drawmg technlques N ! W R

-

After comlng back to Hong Kong,'l mlssed my homesta‘y famlly and New Zealand's starry sky a Iot .

My homestay family treated me nlcely They were very helpful and mvested thelr time in maklng -

me feel at home. They were funny and made me feel relaxed. It was also very touching. whenever

I reached home, their dogs were there waltlng for me. They waited behlnd the gate and welcomed i

me to the home

I loved the starry sky in New Zealand very much. In Hong Kong, we can hardly see any stars But
in New Zealand, | could even see the Mllky Way! | always sat in the garden andlooked at the stars

for an hour.

I think my English improved after this trip.
1 spoke English to people in New Zealand
very often. 1 became more confident and
sociable, too. Now, |1 can speak English
in front of many people and 1 won't feel
afraid! If it is possible, 1 will definitely go
to New Zealand again!

).‘. N

| Lau Tak Chung (Derek) S5A

' 'I'hls trlp was. very meamngful for me'

in New Zealand Travelllng W|th frlends

surprlse,, |t started ralnlng heawly when '
.. blue. sky and the only thing we could see

‘ -_bus wmdows However, I could not |mag|ne that this place would
brlng me a lot-of joy and warm frlendshlp in the followmg two weeks

' enjoyable -

as it was my first time to travel 1)
‘plane 1 was not only was nervous ‘about
the challenges 1 would face but also.
‘was e)'(cited to see the beautiful views

was n’ldeed a happy experlence To our

we walked out of the lobby. of Auckland
Airport. Soon, dark:clouds covered the

‘was masswe tufts of grass outsule our

1 woke up early on the flrst day, walkmg out of the bedroom and reachlng the balcony Guess what'-’ 1 '
saw a boundless scenery A brlght view of the blue sea captured my eyes, followed by a huge mountain

~and a green forest They seemed to be under my feet and were ready to be visited. 1 was the only

‘])erson to enjoy them in the early mornlng Such a peaceful Iandscape made me feel SO relaxed and

We went to school by bus the next day | was surprlsed that I did not need to pay for my ride. Sitting

on. a bus seat, I saw dlf_ferent students. Some were from Primary school and others were from
s *Seéon-dary school. They were friendly and started having conversations with me. They made me feel
" that 1 was not a foreigner. We were talking and laughing durlng our rlde Soon, the bus arrlved at
' ‘Katlkatl College. The college is really big. That was out of my expectatlon It ' would be |mpossmle to

dtave this large area of Iand as a Secondary school in Hong Kong | truly enjoyed my time over there.
fwas never crowded. | was luckyto meet my buddy Kaha. We attended classes together. Every lesson
had was extremely fun. Also, we played basketball at lunchtime. I was happy to play with him.

Our home-stay parents were nice to us: They brought us to a beach and waterfront.- The most
interesting treat was their daughter took us to ride a horse. It was a fantastic experience since 1 had
never ridden a horse before. | liked the dinners that our home-stay mum cooked. These meals were

novel:io. me but they were delicious.

In addition, we went to see a volcano, two glowworm caves and Mount Maunganui. They were
wonderful because we couldn't see them in Hong Kong. The glowworms shone magically and | saw the
gorgeous sea next to numerous houses from the top of a mountain. It was an unforgettable trip.

Through this trip, |1 enriched my experience and knowledge. 1 would definitely encourage everyone to

travel to different places while we are still in secondary school.
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Gabriel Costa S1E

Iwent on a 14-day study trip to New Zéaland st“arting on 23rd March 2018. During our trip, we
visited a lot of places. On day one,)we Wént,ﬁé“'ﬁ Secondary School called Katikati College. We
met our school buddies. Then, our t'bachgrs toolf_us ‘t{ see the city. On a Saturday, my home-stay

] i :
parents took me to a nearby beach. 1 played J%

On the first Monday, we went hiking on a mountain. [l]{é view was beautiful. We had lunch in a

friend, Thiams. He is a boy from Thailand.

park. After lunch, some of us went to buy ice-cream_lt.was very yummy. The next day we visited a
honey production factory. We were so happy t'%, have the chance to taste different kinds of honey.
They were tasty and inexpensive. So we bought'a ot ‘f-hr_(ine‘y.IWe also paid a visit to the Waitomo
Glowworm Caves. Inside those Caves, we saw so ma | ? ,r'_ms, emitting soft lights! On the last
day, we stayed at school and had a farewell paré‘y.'J We siﬁi‘%ﬁhe songs to express our gratitude
towards our buddies and teachers at Katikati Coll géia_nd‘o. Hllbme-stay parents. We also had

some snacks. My English has improv uring this

hope to go to New'Zealand again! .‘F'

= e —
X There-weére -actually.a lot-ef interesting Lhmg thatﬁWnEJchgol.u]_h one |

worth noting was our interaction with our stut

.._cgnéiderytp of our future. Without plants, we won’t have fresh air anymore.

Reflection
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When I first stepped on the plane, 1 thought, “This is just a total mess.” Twelve hours later,
I walked out of the lobby of Auckland Airport. For the first time, | saw a massive field of
grassland in New Zealand. | flipped my thinking by 180 degrees.

TCCS Study and Tour offered us a great opportunity to visit New Zealand - a completely unfamiliar
place to me. Though the long-distance journey was quite tough to adapt to, the things that |
saw and learned were spectacular and made it all worthwhile. The first thing 1 learned from the

| just that. There were huge lields of grassiand ever

were a lot of farm animal.

e Ir I |77~ Kong, heartless people : |

did not want to care for. There were also cases when large companies set up new cons

vildtU 1!

projects, destroying our country parks. We should really consider our future and start being

us feel like we were really a a:_d_ol.-- We had a really fu

Talking

remel;llieﬁﬁ;rnim ! 'J-I-k:i o encourage |
you to treasure your life and time. The arrow |
of time always points for\;_aid. So we must
step forward and find something in front of us
instead of looking back at the past.
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Samuel Ng S5B

he first study tour that | joined at TCCS was the
TNew Zealand Study Tour. It was much better thani
expected. From this trip, I'learnt a lot about the language
and the culture. | was immersed in an English-speaking
environment in New Zealand.

On the first day in New Zealand, | stayed at my home-
stay parents’ house. Her house was so enormous that it

took me an hour to walk around. She kept some horses,
cows and one chicken. We tried to ride the horse. Luckily, we didn’t"get hurt. iill was my
home-stay mum. She was also ateacher in Katikati College so we often bumped into'her.in
school. ’ " |

The most interesting and meaningful bart of ‘this tour was to attend classes/with our
buddies. My buddy was Bella from Taiwan. Students and teachers are very passionate about
their lessons. They,talked ‘to'me like old friends..In one of the lessons, | was invited to teach
the students and teacher how to say*hello’ in CantonesénStudents in this class .came from
different countries, such as India, Japan, Taiwan and China. It was such an international
school. One thing that surprised me was‘their Mathematics lesson was notias easy as'|
thought. Soon, | became friends with students fromsTaiwan and :i'hailand. My friend Jenny
still chats and plays video gamesywith'me every day.

One experience was quite fascinating. One day | missed the school bus. My friends didn't

wait for me and went home. When Jenny saw me at the bus stop, however, she |nV|ted me :

to go to her home-stay house. We played some card games She texted my host 1 mum about
what happened. The punishment ' .
for:losing the game was to drink_a )
cup of water from the tap. In the
end, | drank seven cups of water..
| felt my stomach was filled with
water. .'I"his was my great and
_ precious experience at Katikati
~ College.. < Ly

In New Zealand, the Haka is a war dance and the symbol of Maori. The momentum of the
Haka that was performed by the local students, shocked and impressed me. | also learnt
some simple Maori words like Kla (0] - P (F:] Of;means HeIIo The local people would say
it while usingthe tlp of the nose to touch another person ’s. It IS qwte a strange way of
.greetlng someone. This'is called a “hongi”. ; = o

After my fourteen-day experience in Ne a anﬂ"’l came to reallze that our life can be
simplified. Life without Internet access could be flne | reaIIy appreciate the educatlon_ :
system in' New Zealand. | would not say that it was not stressful but | will say it is wonderfu].

~ What impfessed me the mos asr\the fresh and green scenery that we can not see in Hong

7 o
This study tour was are 5'xmg one. Italso
'"broadened my: horlzons It showed me
dlfferent ways of enjoylng our life apart'
from studylng for an exam.
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-'humorous He always made us Iaugh and Iaugh In the Iesson, we w1|| had

£ but I like it! And it also rained when other,group_s' were_kayaking. The rain was beavier than

. not friendly. | didn’t want to talk to them. But on the horseback riding day, ) tried to talk
~ to some of them. They are nice and talkative. On the kayaklng day, | could talk to everyone

~_In this English and Culture Summer Camp 1 Iearn to take care of myself and 1) frlends too.

f,,'.ﬁ;',‘
LU TS? YING 'S3D :Ag,_,.
In this summer hohday, I went to Canada and had flfteen days summer camp I felt excned .Z’
because it was reaIIy unforgettable' i ' - R b3 abi 4 ",rlr 'y
3 -;_f- - S P pf i oy % 4 e "’-‘.’.-'..f-- % “1}
i 2 ,gi'-' f R i »
I miss my host mum and she 4|s called Monlca On ‘the first day we went to clnema and 3,
' i " 1T |' i g
watched mowe She |s}so nice and we had Iots of nice food' * K .'- f .

s ﬁﬁ. 4y ¥ K LTS W7 1 A J:.. fﬁl i -+
In the‘TRU campus, our teachers"are Gio and Emma They are talkatlve and *Glo |s |

me gamesi ,1 ;

LY T S R 2
have new frlends : ¢ ok o .i’-érml-,f,.‘.‘: o
L R o { % LU e
We also had many activities too, like horseback riding, kayaking, indoor rock mbiné ’;-: T
T

"“
I was scared of horseback rldlng and thought it was not funny! My horse called Red and he

is naughty. He did not listen to me. My favorite activity is kayaking. It needs lots of energy

Hong Kong and you will feel hurt and cold.

I have many new friends. in Fanling Kau Yan College. dn the first day, 1 thought they were

already. They are really friendly. And I miss them so much now.

=] improve my enghsh about our actlwty And in this trip, | trled many new things that didn’t

~try before. | thlnk in your school Ilfe, you ‘must go to a study tour once.

o ,. L::l *-;‘:'ﬂ- :ﬁ;'i-i
e e | q—-siﬂ—-———-—“i"l"
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Yip&un Ho S4A

ellojeveryonejjinkthisfsummeriholidayIfjoinedfajsummer;
camp)in] Kamloops|Canada’) and| Il really)hadfalgood}time} so,
Ilwant! to} share) my, life;, time) inj Thompson| riversjuniversity) and|
mmnmm :

First, Iet me talkaboutmy _f.e)t_h_e_gg; Jhomestayfa ily/is) nice).
and| kind;, If really; appreciate) them. Nanais) one) of/ the, family,
members, shej cooks) very, well, so) that, Il must; start: to, be, on
diet{now, and| I also) love, their; pet: dogs, they; are, cute; and good:,
On| holiday;, they, would take; me; and; my, roommates; to, a: lot: of;
mterestlngJ places, like, the beach, zoo, and| Kamloops, supermarket;, itiis; incredibly, big.
\WeatherdinlKamloopsis;very, hot/and dry, so, thatl felt; uncomfortable; o __;the first day, but
itisYjustfaipiece, of/ cake. I really, had a, gmtlme.tﬁhsag'euw __‘_,tlwagyt_gcome, back; to,

HongiKong) “ :ﬂ: r”'r gy .,
‘U[t[;m, letfmeltalk aboutactlwtles I had there, 1 had a lot of different activities, there, m

horseback riding, mdoor rocking, climbing..., my, favourite, one, is horseback r,t
Uf[[f[[@o Ifhad never; tried i |txbefore, the, horse, was, really, hard to @@Iﬂjdb']] ‘%{
mﬁsyﬁa]] GJIX‘I!ID from, horseback, “,\l%u't; iti was) really, fun and| is,a, good b &I&D
UEXKB slin!C lake, | kayakd!in Hong Kong| before;, butithellakey infCanada fis |
ovejthat¥place. Let; me, t___;you indoor. clim mg, -
b BV atniace. Let deIb et |
&mmmmﬁcﬁm@ - ﬁ o | ""f"ﬁ Fﬁf

G‘ﬂIﬂ]lyD letfme}talk:about Eﬂm ﬁ]J T_lﬁmmjmn rivers unlverS|ty I wents to, Ca nada not (DII}y
uslpayinaYifaiso had universtyYIessonsiwerenouhardlbutlveryl

B A e a—

iteachersjusedfal lot: of mterestlng ways to, let you open yourmouthand] speak English}™
IIN!(DIP(E letfyoulfeel bormg in Iessons, we h__ytwo te acherS| _,t__,classroom, John} and|

Emﬁl@m all very, klndandteachmea lot, I really, thin my,speaklngJ skill |mproved |
[
mGanada, —

—_— d
a—

Thisiisjalliliwa nttoshare ith;you, guys, I hope that,you like)it; thankyyou: _

fl—-'_"
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Lam Tsz Wa S5D

Itook part in Canada English Summer camp,
and 1 had a very fulfilling summer vacation this

'I'his is my first time 1 have been to a country that is far away. Two days before departure, 1 was year.This trip made me eye-opener, 1 can feel the

excited and worried because | was looking forward to everything in the Canada, | also worried Canadian way of life, and there are many things

I could’t communicate with others in fluent English. But actually, my worries are superfluous that cannot be experienced or felt in Hong Kong.
because people in Canada are very nice, when 1 could’t understand what they’re saying, they would When we go outdoors,really can feel the kind of
patiently explain it to me to make me understand, without this fear, | began to enjoy my life in foreign leisure life mode.It's really very different
Kamloops. from Hong Kong.

When we arrived in Kamloops, we went to the TRU to meet our homestay family. My partner and My favorite activity on this trip is kayaking
I were happy to know our homestay and thank her very much because she was nice to us and because it's an outdoor activity I've never played
took care of us. She always took us to different place, such as the park, the river. She also played _ : in Hong Kong, so I'm looking forward to this
sports with us, for example strolling, playing basketball and running, we all felt happy when we did : _ e activity. Before you try this activity, you may be

these activities together . ' : : = ; - afraid of accidentally falling into the water or

i e ! i p R W feeling too difficult to complete, because we need

We also had fun in the activities, such as kayaking, horse riding, indoor rock climbing and other
g : L3 ! Bl to row across to the other shore. When you are
interesting activities. As 1 am sporty so | like these activities very much. And the most memorable . . D
done, it's not as complicated as you think it is,

activities 1 ever had was kayaking because in this activity, 1 put the most effort. 1 reached the end . -
it's not so hard to finish.
on my own, even though | was tired, | didn’t give up and kept rowing. Although 1 was the last to

=T '-'--'I.- - ...' i e L - -"' w - = ] . -
arrive, but 1 did my best, | had tried to arrive quickly. For the lessons, I really enjoyed it because =~~~ aree? o i Although this 15 days is not long and not short,

the teachers was funny and the things what we learned were very interesting, 1 enjoyed the lesson = e e but really make me have benefited a lot from this
there. _',, : ' s e journey, making me braver than before when 1|

speak English to express

In this trip, 1 have learnt a lot, besides learning more English, | learned to be brave to try new
things, such as horse riding, kayaking in this trip. 1 also learned to be confident, although my

English is not good, | still need to try to speak English to other people, | should not be afraid about

being wrong because if I am afraid to speak English, then 1 can’t improve my English.

If 1 had a choice, I’d choose to go again because | miss the teachers, the homestay family, and

I want to see them again. Also | want to play the activities again because those activities are

interesting. And the main reason is the life in Canada is fallow and it makes me feel relaxed. So |

want to go there again

In conclusion, the trip is worth going, it will teach you a lot more than just learning, and it also

allows you to relax.
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